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(54) Image processing apparatus 

(57) The present invention provides an image 
processing apparatus for use with an image projector to 
allow the image projector to project a magnified image 
on a screen without a trapezoid distortion or a keystone 
distortion even when a normal line of the screen is 
declined to an optical axis of a projector lens of the pro- 
jector. Digital image data from AD converter are stored 
in the image memory (6-9) through a selector (3). From 
the image memory, the image data of four pixels nearby 
a deformed coordinate position are read out through a 
selector (4). The image data of the deformed coordinate 
position is obtained by calculating an average of sum of 
arithmetic results obtained by giving a weight to each of 
image data of the four pixels. The weight given corre- 
sponds to a positional deviation value from the 
deformed coordinate position to the respective coordi- 
nate positions of the four pixels nearby the deformed 
coordinate position. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 FigkjQfthQ Invention: 

This invention relates to an image processing apparatus for use with an image projector employing a liquid crystal 
light valve having plural pixels disposed in a two-dimensional array and, in particular, relates to an image processing 
apparatus for generating a preliminarily deformed image on the liquid crystal light valve corresponding to an original 
w image so as to allow the projector to project a magnified image similar to the original image on a screen by using the 
preliminarily deformed image without generating a trapezoid distortion or a keystone distortion even when an optical 
axis of a projection optical system of the projector is inclined to a normal line of the screen. 

Description of the Related Arte; 

15 

In the prior art, various kinds of projectors for projecting a magnified image on a screen have been put into practical 

use. 

Recently, there has been widely used a projector having a liquid crystal light valve which is controlled by image sig- 
nals, wherein an original image light beam emitted from the liquid crystal light valve is displayed or projected as a mag- 
20 nrfied image on the screen through a projection optical system by causing a light beam emitted from a light source to 
be intensively modulated by the liquid crystal light valve. 

Incidentally, upon projecting the original image on the screen, when the projector is installed in such a manner that 
an optical axis of a projection optical system (or projection lens) of the projector accords with a normal line of the 
screen, a magnified image similar to the original image is projected as a normal rectangular picture on the screen with- 
25 out the trapezoid distortion (keystone distortion). 

In that case, however, when the projector is installed in front of the screen, the projector itself blocks the view of 
audience, thus it disturbs their enjoyment of the projected image. 

Accordingly, the projector is generally installed on a place where the projector itself does not block the view of the 
audience, for instance, on a floor, or on a ceiling in a suspended state. In that case, there occurs the trapezoid distortion. 
30 To avoid the trapezoid distortion on the projected image, there have been proposed various kinds of countermeasures, 
for instance, an optical compensation method and an electric compensation method. Actually, the optical compensation 
method has been put into practical use. 

However, in the optical compensation method, there is a problem that the production cost of the projector becomes 
very high. 

35 In the electrical compensation method, there is one in which the original image formed on the pixel array of the liq- 
uid crystal valve is preliminarily deformed thereon by reducing the number of the pixels from that of the original image. 
However, this method has problems that it is difficult to obtain a largely magnified projected image having a high quality 
and to reduce the production cost of the projector. 

40 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, a general object of the present invention is to provide an image processing apparatus in which the 
above disadvantages have been eliminated. 

A more specific object of the present invention is to provide the image processing apparatus capable of realizing a 
45 projector having a low cost and capable of projecting a high quality image. 

Another more specific object of the present invention is to provide an image projection apparatus for projecting an 
image on a screen which is off perpendicular to an optical axis of an optical projection system of the apparatus, the 
apparatus comprising: light source for generating a beam of light; image forming means for forming a pre-distorted 
image thereon to be projected on the screen using the light source and the optical projection system; and means for 
so producing a signal for the pre-distorted image to be formed on the image forming unit from an original signal of a geo- 
metrically normal picture inputted to the apparatus, the signal producing means calculating pixel information every a 
pixel of the pre-distorted image from picture information of a plurality of pixels included in the original signal of geomet- 
rically normal picture so that the pre-distorted image exhibits a normal picture substantially identical in geometrical pro- 
portion to the geometrically normal picture of the original signal when the pre-distorted image is projected on the 
55 screen. 

Another and more specific object of the present invention is to provide an image processing apparatus for use with 
an image projector for projecting an original image having a predetermined picture outline formed on an image forming 
section of the image projector on a screen by using a projection lens of the projector, the image forming section being 
composed of a plurality of pixels which are disposed in a two dimensional array, wherein the image processing appara- 
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tus generates a preliminarily deformed original image corresponding to an original image on the image forming section 
so that a picture outline of a first projected image projected on the screen by the projection lens of which an optical axis 
is declined to a normal line of the screen, becomes similar to a picture outline of a second projected image projected 
on the screen by the projection lens of which the optical axis accords with the normal line of the screen without a trap- 

5 ezoid distortion, the image processing apparatus comprising: analogue-digital converting means for converting image 
signal capable of forming an image having a predetermined picture outline to digital signals by a predetermined sam- 
pling interval so as to obtain digital image data corresponding to a pixel array of the original image; image memory 
means for successively storing the digital data from the analogue-digital converting means therein; arithmetic means 
for performing arithmetic of a specified deformed coordinate position among deformed coordinate positions of the first 

10 projected images on the screen on the basis of the original image by using relative formulas defining a relative posi- 
tional relation of an identical coordinate position of the original image between the coordinate positions of the first and 
second projected images on the screen with respect to the specified deformed coordinate position; black data estab- 
lishing means for establishing black data to an image data of the specified deformed coordinate position among the 
deformed coordinate positions of the first projected image when the specified coordinate position obtained as a result 

15 of the arithmetic from the arithmetic means is found out to be positioned outside of the picture outline of the first pro- 
jected image on the screen; image data reading means for reading out image data of four pixels nearby the specified 
deformed coordinate position among the deformed coordinate positions by scanning in a normal scanning direction on 
a two dimensional array of the original image having the predetermined picture outline so as to sequentially read out 
the image data of the four pixel (2 x 2) when the specified deformed coordinate as a result of the arithmetic from the 

20 arithmetic means is found out to be positioned inside of the picture outline of the first projected image on the screen; 
and means for obtaining image data of the specified deformed coordinate position by calculating an average of sum of 
arithmetic results which are obtained by giving a weight to each of image data of the four pixels, the weight being cor- 
responding to a positional deviation value from the specified deformed coordinate position to the respective coordinate 
positions of the four pixels. 

25 Another and more specific object of the present invention is to provide an image processing apparatus for use with 
an image projector for projecting an original image having a predetermined picture outline formed on an image forming 
section of the image projector on a screen by using a projection lens of the projector, the image forming section being 
composed of a plurality of pixels which are disposed in a two dimensional array, wherein the image processing appara- 
tus generates a preliminarily deformed original image corresponding to an original image on the image forming section 

30 so that a picture outline of a first projected image projected on the screen by the projection lens of which an optical axis 
is declined to a normal line of the screen, becomes similar to a picture outline of a second projected image projected 
on the screen by the projection lens of which the optical axis accords with the normal line of the screen without a trap- 
ezoid distortion, the image processing apparatus comprising: analogue-digital converting means for converting image 
signal capable of forming an image having a predetermined picture outline to digital signals by a predetermined sam- 

35 pling interval so as to obtain digital image data corresponding to a pixel array of the original image; means for sequen- 
tially reading out four image data of four pixels as an object of data processing at the same time from sequential digital 
image data corresponding to a two-dimensional pixel array of the original image using delay line means; means for pre- 
liminarily preparing data of values of column coordinate positions in deformed coordinate positions of the first projected 
image and data obtained on the basis of a ratio of a length of the first projected image to a length of the second pro- 

40 jected image in a width direction corresponding to an identical horizontal scanning line in the original image with respect 
to respective plural declined angles which are preliminarily prepared every angle defined as between the optical axis of 
the projection lens and the normal line of the screen, each of the deformed coordinate positions being obtained by using 
relative formulas defining a relative positional relation of an identical coordinate position of the original image between 
the coordinate positions of the first and second projected images on the screen; arithmetic means for calculating for the 

45 four image data as the object of the data processing by using the data of values of the column coordinates and the data 
obtained from the ratio; FIFO line memory means for storing selectively effective image data therein every a horizontal 
scanning line among the image data obtained from the arithmetic means as a result of the arithmetic, the effective data 
being capable of projecting the first projected image on the screen; FIFO image memory means for storing the effective 
data read out from the FIFO line memory in such a time relation as image data situated in a middle section are projected 

50 on a middle section of the first projected image in the direction of the width on the screen; and means for reading out 
the image data stored in the FIFO image memory in a time relation as a lowest position of the first projected image on 
the screen becomes a predetermined position. 

Another and more specific object of the present invention is to provide an image processing apparatus for use with 
an image projector for projecting an original image having a predetermined picture outline formed on an image forming 

55 section of the image projector on a screen by using a projection lens of the projector, the image forming section being 
composed of a plurality of pixels which are disposed in a two dimensional array, wherein the image processing appara- 
tus generates a preliminarily deformed original image corresponding to an original image on the image forming section 
so that a picture outline of a first projected image projected on the screen by the projection lens of which an optical axis 
is declined to a normal line of the screen, becomes similar to a picture outline of a second projected image projected 
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on the screen by the projection lens of which the optical axis accords with the normal line of the screen without a trap- 
ezoid distortion, the image processing apparatus comprising: analogue-digital converting means for converting image 
signal capable of forming an image having a predetermined picture outline to digital signals by a predetermined sam- 
pling interval so as to obtain digital image data corresponding to a pixel array of the original image; means for sequen- 

5 tially reading out four image data of four pixels as an object of data processing at the same time from sequential digital 
image data corresponding to a two-dimensional pixel array of the original image using delay line means; means for pre- 
liminarily preparing data of values of column coordinate positions in deformed coordinate positions of the first projected 
image and data obtained on the basis of a ratio of a length of the first projected image to a length of the second pro- 
jected image in a width direction corresponding to an identical horizontal scanning line in the original image with respect 

10 to respective plural declined angles which are preliminarily prepared every angle defined as between the optical axis of 
the projection lens and the normal line of the screen, each of the deformed coordinate positions being obtained by using 
relative formulas defining a relative positional relation of an identical coordinate position of the original image between 
on the coordinate positions of the first and second projected images in the screen; arithmetic means for calculating for 
the four image data as the object of the data processing by using the data of values of the column coordinates and the 

; 5 data obtained from the ratio; FIFO line memory means for storing selectively effective image data therein every a hori- 
zontal scanning line among the image data obtained from the arithmetic means as a result of the arithmetic, the effec- 
tive data being capable of projecting the first projected image on the screen; and means for reading out the effective 
data stored in the FIFO line memory in such a time relation as image data situated in a middle section are projected on 
a middle section of the first projected image in the direction of the width on the screen. 

20 Other objects and further features of the present invention will be apparent from the following detailed description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing a general construction of an image processing apparatus of a first embodiment in the 
25 present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing a general construction of a second embodiment in the present invention; 

Fig. 3 is an explanatory view of a method how to determine image data in a deformed coordinate position; 

Fig. 4 (a) is a side view for explaining shapes of projected images on both a first screen and a second screen, 

wherein the first screen is defined such that a normal line thereof accords with an optical axis of a projection lens 
30 of the projector and the second screen is defined as such that a normal line thereof does not accord with the optical 

axis of the projection lens; 

Fig. 4 (b) is a plan view for explaining shapes of projected images on both the first screen and the second screen; 
Fig. 5 is a plan view for explaining a relation between an original image formed on the image forming section having 
a two-dimensional array and a projected image of the original image on the first screen by the projector lens; 
35 Fig. 6 is a plan view for explaining a relation between a deformed original image formed on the surface of the image 
forming section which is parallel to the principal plane of the optical lens and a projected image of the deformed 
original image on the second screen, and 

Fig. 7 is a side view for explaining an outline of the construction of the projector. 

40 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

A description is now given of a first embodiment of an image processing apparatus of the present invention with 
reference to Figs. 1 and 3 through 7. 

45 Fig. 1 is a diagram showing a general construction of an image processing apparatus of a first embodiment in the 
present invention; 

Fig. 3 is an explanatory view of a method how to determine image data in a deformed coordinate position; 
Fig. 4 (a) is a side view for explaining shapes of projected images on both a first screen and a second screen, 
wherein the first screen is defined such that a normal line thereof accords with an optical axis of a projection lens 
so of the projector and the second screen is defined as such that a normal line thereof does not accord with the optical 
axis of the projection lens; 

Fig. 4 (b) is a plan view for explaining shapes of projected images on both a first screen and a second screen; 
Fig. 5 is a plan view for explaining a relation between an original image formed on the image forming section of the 
a projector having a two-dimensional array and a projected image of the original image on the first screen by the 
55 projector lens; 

Fig. 6 is a plan view for explaining a relation between a deformed original image formed on the surface of the image 
forming section which is parallel to the principal plane of the optical lens and a projected image of the deformed 
original image on the second screen, and 

Fig. 7 is a side view for explaining an outline of the construction of the projector. 
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Referring to Fig. 7, an original image (not shown) formed on an image forming section 12 of the projector 13 is pro- 
jected as a magnified projected image (not shown) on a first screen 1 6 shown with a dotted line of which a normal line 
accords with an optical axis 18 of a projection optical system (or a projection lens 15) of the projector 13, or is projected 
on a second screen 17 shown with a solid line of which a normal line 1 7n does not accord with the optical axis 18 of the 
5 projection lens 15. 

Specifically, in Fig 7, a numerical character 13 designates the projector, 12 an original image forming section 
(referred to as an image forming section) for forming an original image to be projected on a screen, 14 a light source, 
15 a projection lens for projecting an original image (not shown) formed on the image forming section 12 onto the 
screen. The projection lens 15 is disposed so that the principal plane of thereof is parallel to the principal plane of the 
10 image forming section 1 2. 

When a light bean emitted from the light source 14 is intensity-modulated by the original image formed on the 
image forming section 12 and is focused on the first screen 16 (or the second screen 17) by the projection lens 15, a 
larger magnified image than the original image is projected on the first screen 16 (or the second screen 1 7). 

The numeral 18 designates an optical axis of the projection optical system (or the projection lens) of the projector 
is 13, 16 the first screen which is provided so that a normal line thereof accords with the optical axis 18 of the projection 
lens 15, and 17 the second screen which is provided so that the normal line 1 7n thereof is inclined to the optical axis 
18 of the projection lens by a declined angle "6" in a perpendicular direction or in a counter-clockwise direction in the 
side view of Fig. 7. 

There does not occur a trapezoid distortion (a keystone distortion) in the above projected image on the first screen 
20 1 6, but the trapezoid distortion occurs in the projected image on the second screen 1 7 as shown in Fig. 5. 

Specifically, in Fig. 5, a figure 12f having a net shape shown with dotted lines shows the original image formed on 
the image forming section 12, and a figure 17f having a trapezoid shape shown with solid lines shows the projected 
image having a trapezoid distortion on the second screen 17 from the original image. In proportion to the declined angle 
"6" between the normal line of the screen 17 and the optical axis 18, the state of the trapezoid distortion is varied. 
25 In the present invention, in order to eliminate the trapezoid distortion from the projected image on the second 
screen 1 7, a deformed (pre-distorted) original image is utilized instead of the original image to be formed on the image 
forming section 12. The deformed original image can be obtained by preliminarily giving an inverse distortion of the 
trapezoid distortion which will be formed on the second screen 17, to the original image. 

In Fig. 6, the figure 1 2f having a net shape shown with dotted lines shows a figure of the original image to be formed 
30 on the image forming section 12 as well as the figure 12f shown in Fig. 5. This figure 12f of the original image is pro- 
jected as a similar figure to the original image on the first screen 16. 

A trapezoid figure 12fm shown with solid lines shows a figure of a deformed original image. This deformed original 
image is preliminarily deformed to allow itself to be projected as a similar figure having the correct shape to the original 
image on the second screen 17. 
35 Further, in Fig. 6, a figure 1 7fm shown with solid lines, which is shown so as to contact with the figure 1 2f , shows a 
projected image of the deformed original image 12fm projected on the screen 17. The figure 17fm of the projected 
image is shown as large as the same magnification with respect to the original image projected on the first screen 1 6. 
The figure 1 2fm of the deformed original image is positioned within the figure 12f on the image forming section 12. 
The larger, the inclined angle "0", the smaller, the area of the trapezoid figure 12fm corresponding to the deformed 
40 original image. 

Specifically, when the inclined angle "6" is zero, a picture outline of the original image is as large as that of the figure 
12f of the original image. On the other hand, when the inclined angle "0" is increased, the figure 12fm of the deformed 
original image is decreased compared with one on the first screen 16w and is included within the area of the figure 12f 
of the original image. Thus, when the image forming section 12 is made of, for instance, the liquid crystal light valve, 

45 wherein predetermined number of pixels are arranged in a two<Jimensional array, the number of the pixels within the 
trapezoid figure 12fm of the deformed original image is determined in accordance with the area of the trapezoid figure 
12fm, i.e., the value of of the inclined angle "6" because the number of the pixels provided within the figure 12f of the 
original image is a fixed value. 

On the other hand, when the deformed original image having the trapezoid figure 12fm is projected on the second 

so screen 17 by the projection lens 15, the projected image of thereof is shown in such a magnified state as the figure 
17fm. 

Thus, the pixels of the image forming section 12 existing in an area interposed between an outline of the trapezoid 
figure 12f m of the defamed original image and an outline of the figure 1 2f of the the original image should be filled with 
black pixels because this area corresponds to an area other than the projected image 17fm of the deformed original 
55 image to be projected on the screen 1 7. 

As mentioned in the foregoing referred to Fig. 6, when the deformed original image having a picture outline shown 
with the trapezoid figure 1 2fm is projected on the second screen 1 7 as a projected image having a picture outline shown 
with the figure 1 7fm, a pixel at a position of a point "P" (referred to a position "P") in the deformed original image is pro- 
jected at a position of a point "P" (referred to as a position T ,w ) in the figure 1 7fm of the projected image of the deformed 
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original image. In other words, the position "P" corresponds with one of the pixels among the pixels of the deformed 
original image is to be projected on the screen 1 7. 

In summary, the deformed original image having the trapezoid figure 1 2fm is projected by the projection lens 1 5 on 
the second screen 17 as the projected image having the picture outline shown with the figure 17fm. This projected 

5 image of the deformed original image shown in Fig. 6 has an identical proportion with the projected image of the original 
image which is projected on the screen 1 7 without the trapezoid distortion (projected normal to the screen 1 7). The pixel 
at the position "P" in the deformed image shown in the trapezoid figure 12fm is projected at the position "P'" in the pixel 
area of the figure 1 7fm which is projected in a magnified state. 

Next, a description is given of a relation between the positions "P" and "P m in reference with Figs. 4(a) and 4(b). 

w In Figs. (4a) and (4b), there are shown the image forming section 12 of the projector 13, the projection lens 15, the 
first screen 16 (imaginary screen) and the second screen 17, wherein the optical axis 18 of the projection lens 15 is 
depicted as a horizontal line. Fig. (4a) is a side view and Fig. 4(b) is a plan view of Fig. (4a). As shown in Fig. 4(a), the 
first screen 16 is provided so that the normal line of the first screen 16 accords with the optical axis 18 of the projector 
13, and the second screen 17 is provided so that the normal line 17n of the second screen 17 is declined by "0" to the 

15 optical axis 18 in the side view of the Fig. 4(a). 

In Figs. 4(a) and 4(a). the bottoms of the first and second screens 16, 17 are situated at the same position. 
In Figs. 4(a) and 4(b), the image information projected at the position "P" on the first screen 1 6 is also projected at 
the position "F" on the second screen 17, wherein the position "P" is defined as an intersecting point of a line passing 
through both a center of the projection lens 15 and the position "P", and the second screen 17. 

20 A positional relation (coordinate) between the position "P" and the position "P ,n can be geometrically obtained by 
using the angles shown with a, y, 5, 6 and distances shown with L, Yb, V, Vn, Vm. Xb, hn, hm, as follows. 

a=tan~ 1 (V7L) 

25 y = n/2 + a 

8 = ti/2 - 6 - a 
V = Vn - Vm/2 

30 

Yb = Vnsiny/sin 8 (1) 
= Vn • [sin{*/2 + tan 1 (Vn -Vrn/2)/L}/sin{7c/2 - 6 - tan 1 (Vn - VmV2)/L}] 

35 Xb = hn • (L + Ybsin8)/L (2) 

When the deformed original image is projected on the first screen 16, a positional relation between the position "P" 
on the first screen 16 and the position "P m on the screen 1 7 is expressed by using the formulas (1) and (2). 

Accordingly, the formulas (1) and (2) can be used for obtaining a coordinate of the position "P ,n on the second 
40 screen 1 7 by causing coordinates of pixels of the original image projected on the second screen 1 7 without trapezoid 
distortion to be a standard coordinate system. 

As mentioned in the foregoing, the projected image having no trapezoid distortion on the second screen 17 
obtained by projecting the deformed original image is a magnified projected image of the deformed original image. 

Thus, when the image forming section 12 is made of a liquid crystal panel, wherein predetermined numbers of pix- 
45 els are respectively disposed at predetermined positions in a two-dimensional array thereon as shown in the figure 1 2f, 
the pixels used in the deformed original image are reduced within the area of the trapezoid figure 12fm corresponding 
to the deformed original image. These pixels are only used to obtain the magnified projected image having a rectangu- 
lar picture outline on the screen 17. 

Accordingly, upon forming the outline of a projected image similar to the picture outline of the figure 1 2f on the sec- 
50 ond screen 1 7 by using the pixels disposed in the two-dimensional array within the picture outline shown with the figure 
12f in Fig. 6, when an image having the same picture outline as that of the projected image on the screen 1 7 is formed 
on the second screen 1 7 by projecting the deformed original image composed of the pixels within the picture outline of 
the trapezoid figure 12fm, a pixel domain interposed between the picture frames shown with the figure 12f and shown 
with the figure 1 2fm is projected outside the picture outline of the projected image on the screen 1 7. 
55 Respective pixels corresponding with respective pixel data on the basis of one to one, display one pixel data on the 
basis of one unit. 

As seen from the formulas (1) and (2), generally, the relation between the pixel at the position "P" and the pixel at 
"P"* can not be expressed in an integer relation. 

It is assumed here that a projected image having the picture outline similar to the figure 12f having square nets 
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shown in Fig. 6 is projected on the second screen 17 without trapezoid distortion and that an image having the same 
picture outline as the above projected image is also formed on the second screen 1 7 by projecting the deformed original 
image having the trapezoid figure 12fm by the projection lens. 

An identical part in the above two projected images on the second screen 1 7 may have a different pixel data to each 
5 other because the projected image of the deformed original image is made of the pixels in the area of the trapezoid fig- 
ure 1 2fm, on the other hand, the projected image of the original image is made of the pixels in the area of the figure 12f . 

Thus, the projected image made of the deformed original image is degraded in the quality. 

Fig. 3 shows a figure of a pixel array for explaining the method to solve the above problem in the present invention, 
wherein # 1 1 , # 12, • # 33. #34 etc. show an example of a part of the pixel array on the second screen 17 when the 
10 pixel array consisting of the original image having a two-dimensional pattern is projected on the second screen 1 7 with- 
out the trapezoid distortion. 

In Fig. 3, # 1 1 , # 12, # 13 - , # 21 , # 22, # 23 - , # 31 , # 32, # 33- . # 41 , # 42, # 43, - , etc. show pixel arrays in a 
row direction, and # 1 1 , # 21 , # 31 • , # 12, # 22, # 32 - , # 13, # 23, # 33 , # 14, # 24, # 34, ,etc. show pixel arrays 
in a column direction. 

15 When the point "P™ in Fig. 3 on the screen 17 is found out by using the formulas (1) and (2) that it is positioned 

within the trapezoid figure 12fm on the image forming section 12, an image data "P's" thereon corresponding to the 

point "P'" on the second screen 1 7 is determined as follows. 

For simplicity, assuming that the point "P'" accords with # 1 1 on the second screen 17. The position (address) of 

the pixel on the image forming section 12 corresponding to the point "P m is expressed with an integer part (X, Y) and a 
20 dismal fraction part (5X, 8Y) by using the formulas (1), (2) when it does not accord with the # 1 1 on the trapezoid figure 

1 2fm on the image forming section 1 2. The integer part (X,Y) of the pixels is shown by using the coordinate of the pixel 

# 1 1 , and the dismal part is shown as 8X ( 6Y as shown in Fig. 3 when the origin of the coordinate is defined as the posi- 
tion of the pixel #11. 

At that time, the image data "P's" given to the pixel on the image forming section 12 is obtained as follows: 

25 

51 = B • SX + A(1-SX) (3) 

52 = D • 8X + C(1-8X) (4) 

30 P's = S2 • SY + S1(1-SY) (5) 

wherein A, B, C, D designate respective pixel data of the pixels of # 1 1 , # 12, # 21 , # 22 nearby the position "P" 
by causing the upper left pixel, i.e., the pixel # 11 , as the origin. In other words, the pixel corresponding to the position 
"P™ is surrounded by the four pixels on the image forming section 12 corresponding to # 1 1 , # 12, # 21 , # 22 on the 
35 second screen 17. The 8X and 8Y designate the coordinate of decimal fraction part of the pixel corresponding to the 
position -P". 

Thus, the image data "P's" is given to the pixel on the image forming section 12 corresponding to the point "P™ 
As mentioned above, the image data "P's" of the position "P" on the deformed original image on the image forming 
section 12 corresponding to the position "P"\ for instance, # 1 1 on the screen 17 can be obtained by ® calculating the 
40 position (address) of the pixel # 1 1 on the image forming section 12 by using the formulas (1) and (2), and @ by using 
X coordinates and Y coordinates of # 1 1 together with decimal fraction parts 8X, 8Y thereof by causing the upper left 
pixel, i.e., the pixel # 1 1 , to be the origin (0,0), and © by using the four pixel data A, B, C, D designating respective pixel 
data of the pixels of # 1 1 , # 1 2, # 2 1 , # 22 nearby the position "P". 

After that, the image data "P's" of the position "P" on the deformed original image on the image forming section 12 
45 corresponding to the position "P" for instance, # 12 on the screen 17 can be obtained by ® calculating the position 
(address) of the pixel # 12 on the image forming section 12 by using the formulas (1) and (2), and ® by using X coor- 
dinates and Y coordinates of # 12 together with decimal fraction parts 8X, 8Y thereof by causing the pixel # 1 1 to be the 
origin (0,0), and <§) by using the four pixel data A, B, C, D designating respective pixel data of the pixels of # 12, # 13, 

# 22, # 23 nearby the position "P". 

so The same calculations follows with respect to the respective pixels. 

The calculation of the image data "P's" of position "P" on the deformed original image on the image forming section 
12 corresponding to the position "P' B on the second screen 1 7 is performed by obtaining the average of sum of weight 
values on the basis of the distances from the four pixels (coordinate positions and the deviations from the coordinate 
positions). Thus, H is possible to give a correct image data to the pixel corresponding to the position "P m resulting in 
55 obtaining an projected image having a high quality. 

Depending on a position of the position "P'", the number of the pixels to be used for obtaining the "P's" becomes 
substantially one, two, or four. However, in the present invention, the calculation is always performed on the basis of the 
four pixels. 

Next a description is given to an image processing apparatus of a first embodiment of the present invention. 
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Fig. 1 is a diagram showing a construction of an image processing apparatus of a first embodiment in the present 
invention. 

In Fig. 1, a numerical character 1 designates an input terminal for image signals (analogue). The image signals 
inputted to the input terminal 1 is converted into digital image signals (digital image data) having a quantization level of 
5 predetermined bit number by an analogue-digital converter 2. 

Further in Fig. 1, numerals 3 and 4 denote selectors (data selectors), 5 a control section containing a calculation 
part, 6 to 9 memories (random access memory), 10 a signal processing and arithmetic section, 1 1 a digital-analogue 
converter, 12 an image forming section for forming an original optical image thereon by causing the deformed original 
image signals generated by the image processing apparatus of the present invention to input thereto, 27 a synch signal 
w separation circuit and 28 an operation section having an input section of signals from the outside. 

The four memories 6 to 9 are random access memories (RAM) for storing the four pixel data which are used to cal- 
culate the image data of the pixel on the image forming section 12 corresponding to a specified position such as the 
position "P" on the screen 1 7 on the basis of the distances from the four coordinates surrounding the specified position 
"P M on the screen 17. 

is There are given or stored into the memory 6 the pixel data of the two-dimensional array of odd rows and odd ool- 
umns (# 1 1 , # 1 3, # 31 , # 33 in Fig. 3) among the digital data forming the original data outputted from the analogue- 
digital converter 2 by the selective operation of the selector 3. 

Into the memory 7, there are given or stored the pixel data of the two-dimensional array of odd rows and even col- 
umns (# 1 2, # 14, # 32, # 34 in Fig. 3) among the digital data forming the original image by the selective operation of 

20 the sector 3. 

Into the memory 8, the pixel data of the two-dimensional array with even rows and odd columns (# 21, # 23, - in 
Fig. 3), and into the memory 9, the pixel data of the two-dimensional array of even rows and even columns (# 22, # 24, 
in Fig. 3) as well. 

The control section 5 performs a control of switching operation of the selector 3 and control operations of writing 
25 and reading operations for the respective memories 6 to 9. 

The control section 5 is constructed so as to be equipped with, for instance, microprocessors, read-only memories 
(ROM), digital signal processors (DSP) and arithmetic units. 

From the control section 5, a control signal is outputted to the selector 3 for allowing the selector 3 to perform a 
selective operation in such a manner that the digital data of an image picture corresponding to the pixels of the two- 
30 dimensional array outputted from the analogue-digital converter 2 are distributed to the four memories 6 to 9 in the 
above mentioned manner. Further, the control section 5 performs a control operation as such that a set of the four pixel 
data, for instance, [#11, # 12. #21. # 22], [# 12, # 13, # 22, # 23], [# 1 3, # 14, # 23, # 24], nearby the position "P w can 
be simultaneously read out from pixel data stored in the four memories 6 to 9 to obtain the pixel of the image data cor- 
responding to the position "P" on the screen 1 7 by giving a control signal to the selector 4. 
35 Further, the control section 5 is given horizontal scanning interval signals "Sh" and vertical scanning interval signals 
"Sv" synchronously separated from the image signal by the synch signal separation circuit 27 and such numerical infor- 
mation inputted from the input device (key board, mouse, switch) of the operation section 28 as the declined angle 0 
between the optical axis 1 8 of the projection lens 1 5 and the normal line of the screen 1 7, and the distance from the 
principal plane of the projection lens 15 to the screen 16. 
40 Further, the control section 5 performs the calculation of the pixel corresponding to the position "P m using the for- 
mulas (1) and (2) about the respective pixels. 

Further the control section 5 performs the calculating operations of the coordinates (address) of the data stored in 
the memories 6 to 9 corresponding to the position "P m . 

These calculating operations are performed in the control section 5, for instance, by using a counter for conducting 
45 counting operation in such a manner that the sampling pulses supplied to the analogue-digital converter 2 from the con- 
trol section 5 is made as count pulses to be counted, and a address arithmetic circuit for conducting the coordinate 
(address) calculation using predetermined parameters by causing the count values from the counter to be as coordi- 
nate (address) values of the sequential respective pixels in respective images. 

Specifically, the horizontal scanning interval signals "Sh" (horizontal synchronizing signals or horizontal driving sig- 
50 nals) supplied to the input terminal 1 give the coordinate (address) information of the respective rows (horizontal scan- 
ning line) in the two-dimensional array of the respective image pictures. The vertical scanning cycle signals (vertical 
synchronizing signals or vertical driving signals) are used to reset the above counter after the counting operation cor- 
responding to all the pixels of the respective image pictures has been finished. 

The count values outputted from the counter are such values as showing the coordinate (address) value of the 
55 respective pixels in the two-dimensional array of the respective image pictures. The respective coordinate (address) 
values are corresponding to # 1 1 , # 12, # 13 which are used for distinguishing the values from each other in the hor- 
izontal scanning line. 

The count values outputted from the counter are supplied to the address arithmetic circuit. In the address arithmetic 
circuit, after determining the coordinates (address) of the pixels corresponding to the position "P" by using such param- 
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eters inputted from the operation section 28 as the declined angle 0 between the optical axis 18 of the projection lens 
15 and the normal line of the screen 17 (16), and the distance V from the principal plane of the projection lens 15 to 
the screen 1 6 and using the formulas (1) and (2), the coordinate (address) information of the pixel corresponding to the 
position "P" is given to the signal processing and arithmetic section 10. 

s In the signal processing and arithmetic section 10, when the pixel on the image forming section 12 corresponding 
to the position "P' N is found out to be situated in the pixel area corresponding to outside of the picture outline of the pro- 
jected image on the second screen 17, the signal processing and arithmetic section 10 outputs the image data to the 
digital-analogue converter 11 without another calculation so that the pixel corresponding to the position "P"" has the 
black data. When the position "P'" is situated in the pixel area corresponding to inside of the picture outline of the pro- 

10 jected image on the screen 1 7, the signal processing and arithmetic section 1 0 outputs the picture image data obtained 
on the basis of the formulas (3) to (5) to the digital-analogue converter 1 1 . 

Incidentally, as mentioned in the foregoing referred to Fig. 3, the calculation of the image data of the pixel corre- 
sponding to the position "P m is performed by using the formulas (3) to (5) and a set of the four pixels read out from the 
four memories 6 to 9 on the basis of a predetermined relation. 

is Thus, the geometric relation among the four pixels shown with [# 1 1, # 12, # 21 , # 22], [# 12, # 13, # 22, # 23], [# 
13, # 14, # 23, # 24] ■ stored in the four memories 6 to 9 are determined by the selective operation of the selector 4 on 
the basis of the control signal from the control section 5. 

When the calculating speed of a multiplier in the signal processing and arithmetic section 10 is too small to satisfy 
the required image data processing speed, it is effective to employ a look-up table in which the calculation results of the 

20 fixed part in the formulas (3) to (5) are preliminarily stored in a ROM, to improve the speed thereof. 

The calculation results from the signal processing and arithmetic section 10 are displayed on the image forming 
section 12 through the digital-analogue converter 11 as the deformed original image. When the deformed original 
image on the image forming section 1 2 is projected on the screen 1 7 by the projection lens 1 5 of which the optical axis 
18 is declined to the normal line 17n of the screen 17 by an acute angle, it is possible to form the projected image on 

25 the screen 1 7 without the trapezoid distortion. 

Further, It is possible to obtain the high quality projected image without abrupt changes in the projected image con- 
tents, even when the deformed original image has a reduced number of the pixels compared with the original image and 
is projected on the screen 1 7 in a magnified state, because the calculation of the pixel data of the position "P" on the 
deformed original image corresponding to the position "P ,n on the screen 17 has been carried out so as to obtain the 

30 average of sum of weight values obtained on the basis of the distances (coordinates and the deviations from the coor- 
dinates) between the position "P" and the four pixels surrounding the position "P". 

In the image processing apparatus of the first embodiment in the present invention, address input type random 
access memory (RAM) are employed as the memories 6 to 9. As mentioned in the foregoing, it is necessary to read out 
the data of each of the pixel data from the four memories 6 to 9, i.e., the four pixel data at the same time. Thus, in the 

35 actual construction of the apparatus, a pair of RAMs per each memory are prepared for the respective memories 6 to 
9. The pair of the RAMs are used in such a manner that they are alternately switched to perform a reading operation or 
a writing operation in order. Thus, it requires total eight RAMs for its construction. When the number of the pixels of the 
liquid crystal panel to be used is made 640 x 480, and the liquid crystal panel is operated under the vertical scanning 
frequency of 60 Hz, it requires 24 units of RAMs each having a high speed of 1 M bits (a cycle of not more than 30 nano- 

40 seconds). 

However, such a RAM capable of high speed operation is very expensive at present, setting aside the price in the 
future. Thus there poses a problem that the cost of the apparatus employing a lot of such RAMs becomes very high. 

In an image processing apparatus shown in Fig. 2 of a second embodiment of the present invention, the above 
problem is eliminated. 

45 Fig. 2 is a block diagram of an image processing apparatus of a second embodiment of the present invention. 

Next, a description is given to a second embodiment of the image processing apparatus of the present invention. 
In the image processing apparatus shown in Fig. 2, an image signal (analogue signal) inputted to an analogue-dig- 
ital converter (A-D converter) 2 through an input terminal 1 is converted into digital image signals (referred to as digital 
image data) each having a quantization level of predetermined bit number (8 bits in this embodiment)and are given to 
so an interpolation arithmetic section 22 and a latch circuit 20 and a delay circuit 19 of 1 -horizontal scanning period 
(referred to as 1 H delay circuit 19). 

Further, the digital image data outputted from the latch circuit 20 is given to the interpolation arithmetic section 22. 
The digital image data delayed by 1 H by the 1 H delay circuit 19 is given to the interpolation arithmetic section 22 
and another latch circuit 21 , and the digital image data outputted from the latch circuit 21 is given to the interpolation 
55 arithmetic section 22. 

Thus, into the interpolation arithmetic section 22, the following digital image data are simultaneously given: 

(1) The present digital image data, for instance, of the pixel # 22 shown in Fig. 3 directly and presently supplied from 
the analogue-digital converter 2. 
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(2) The digital image data of the pixel # 21 shown in Fig. 3. This data is prepared by causing the digital image data 
which has been outputted from the analogue-digital converter 2 prior to 1 sampling interval than the output of the 
present digital image data of the pixel # 22, to delay one sampling interval by the latch circuit 20, wherein the one 
sampling interval is defined as a sampling interval of the quantization performed by the A/D converter 2. 

5 (3) The digital image data of the pixel # 12 shown in Fig. 3. This data is prepared by causing the digital image data 
which has been outputted from the analogue-digital converter 2 prior to 1 H period (one horizontal scanning period) 
than the output of the present digital image data of the pixel # 22, to delay 1 H period by the 1 H delay circuit 19. 
(4) The digital image data of the pixel # 1 1 shown in Fig. 3. This data is obtained by causing the digital image data 
which has been outputted from the analogue-digital converter 2 prior to 1H period than the output of the present 

w digital data of # 22, to delay 1 H period by the 1 H delay circuit 19 and to delay one sampling interval by the latch 
circuit 20. 

In other words, in the image processing apparatus of the second embodiment, it is possible to construct the appa- 
ratus without such memories as required in the first embodiment shown in Fig. 1 by employing a circuit construction of 

15 the analogue-digital converter 2 and the 1 H delay circuit 19 provided between the analogue-digital converter 2 and the 
interpolation arithmetic section 22 and the two latch circuits 20, 21 in such a manner that there are outputted at the 
same time to the interpolation arithmetic section 22 the four digital image data corresponding to a set of four pixels (for 
instance [# 1 1, # 12, # 21, #22], [# 12, # 13. # 22, #23],[# 13, # 14, # 23, #24]) which are established corresponding to 
each of the successive pixels (for instance, pixels #11->#12->#13->#14 #21->#22->#23-># 24 # 31 -> # 

20 32 -> # 33 -> # 34 ) sequentially outputted from the analogue-digital converter 2 every sampling interval. 

Further, in the image processing apparatus shown in Fig. 2, in order to easily perform the arithmetic processing for 
the above four data supplied to the interpolation arithmetic section 22 at the same time every sampling interval, a new 
idea is employed as follows. 

Upon arithmetic processing, in the data used in the formulas (1) and (2), the values of L, 6. Vm in the formula (1) 

25 are predetermined values to be established, i.e., fixed values. Thus, it will be understood that the value of Yb to be 
obtained from the formula (1) is a function of Vn irrelative to hn. 

This means that digital image data existing on a horizontal scanning line also exist on a horizontal scanning line on 
the deformed original image obtained by the interpolation arithmetic. 

When the deformed original image (refer to 12f in Fig. 6) formed on the image forming section 12 is projected on 

30 the screen 1 7 by the projection lens 1 5 as a projected image having a constant width along a vertical direction without 
the trapezoid distortion, a ratio Dx of the largest width to the smallest width on the deformed original image is deter- 
mined by the established values L, e, Vm. Thus, a length of a desired line of the digital array existing between the small- 
est width and the largest width on the image forming section 12 can be obtained by performing a proportional 
calculation using the ratio Dx when the position of the desired line in the vertical direction is given. 

35 Then, for instance, the values of Dx obtained for every horizontal line corresponding to every declined angle from 
the plural predetermined declined angles 0 (01, 62, 83, - ) are stored in a ROM 25. According to the established 
declined angle e, the value of Dx is read out from the ROM 25 and is given to a SX calculating section 26. In the 8X 
calculation section 26, 5X is calculated and is given to the interpolation arithmetic section 22. 

In accordance with an declined angle, for instance, 01 , the values of Dx for every horizontal line are read out form 

40 the ROM 25 and are given to the 8X calculating section 26, wherein 8X values are calculated with respect to every line 
of the pixel array These values are given to the interpolation arithmetic section 22. 

Further, the respective values 8Y used for the interpolation arithmetic are determined as a specified value on a line 
of the pixel array corresponding to the established value of the declined angle 6. Thus, according to the established 
declined angle 0, all the values of 5Y determined every line of the pixel array are stored in the ROM 25 shown in Fig. 2. 

45 These values of 8Y are read out from the ROM 25 and given to the interpolation arithmetic section 22 in accordance 
with the established value of the declined angle 6. 

As mentioned in the foregoing referring to Fig. 6. the deformed original image is deformed as such that a size of 
the projected image of the deformed original image is reduced. Thus, the number of the overall pixels corresponding to 
the position "P'" (address) calculated by using the formulas (1 ) and (2) are less than those of the original image. Further, 

so among the four digital image data supplied to the interpolation arithmetic section 22 at the same time every sampling 
interval, the pixels to be abandoned on the image forming section 12 without being used as the projected picture are 
preliminarily known, as will be understood from the deformed original image shown in Fig. 6. Thus, the four digital image 
data corresponding to each of the pixels to be abandoned are not necessary to be calculated in the interpolation arith- 
metic section 22. 

55 Accordingly, there are prepared particular values (referred to as skip data) in accordance with the values of 8X, 8Y 
which does not require calculation. 

As a result of calculation for every line of the pixel array from the interpolation arithmetic section 22, significant dig- 
ital image data are only stored in a first-in first-out type line memory (referred to as FIFO line memory) 23. In other 
words, in the FIFO line memory 23, effective digital image data to form the deformed original image are successively 
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stored in an arrayed state without the skip data. 

The digital image data stored in the FIFO line memory 23 corresponding to a line (every canning line) of the pixel 

array are in a reduced state in a direction of the width as seen from the length of the width of the image figure 12fm 

shown with the solid line in Fig. 6. 
5 The digital image data stored in the FIFO line memory are transferred to and stored in the FIFO image memory 24 

in such a time relation as the digital image data situated in the middle position are projected on the middle position of 

the projected image in the direction of the width on the screen 1 7. 

From the FIFO line memory, the digital image data corresponding to a line of the pixel array are successively read 

out and stored in the FIFO image memory 24. Thus, the memory pattern formed in the FIFO image memory 24 is sim- 
10 ilar to the figure 12fm shown in Fig. 6. However, in the FIFO image memory 24, the effective digital image data to form 

the deformed original image are only successively stored without the skip data as mentioned in the foregoing. Thus, 

when the above digital image data are used as they are, the projected image of the deformed original image deviates 

upward on the screen 1 7. 

Accordingly, upon reading out the digital image data from the FIFO image memory 24, the digital image data are 
15 read out in such a time relation as the lowest position of the projected image is situated in a predetermined position. 
Thereby, the deformed original image formed on the basis of the abovementioned digital image data on the image form- 
ing section 12 is projected on the screen 17 by the projection lens 15 as a projected image similar to that of the original 
image without the trapezoid distortion. 

In the image processing apparatus of the second embodiment shown in Fig. 2, the aspect ratio of the projected 
20 image is made an appropriate one by using the FIFO line memory 23 and the FIFO image memory 24. Thus, the pro- 
jected image on the screen 17 becomes similar to the original image. In other words, when the original image has a 
figure of a circle, it is projected as a projected image having the similar circle. 

Incidentally, such a simple type image processing apparatus as capable of projecting an image having a correct 
image outline but a slightly elongated shape upward may be desired because of reduction of cost. 
25 In that case, it is possible to provide such an image processing apparatus of a third embodiment of the present 
invention as follows. 

The digital image data outputted from the FIFO line memory 3 shown in Fig. 2 are directly given to a surface of the 
image forming section 1 2 as a deformed image preliminarily deformed with respect to the original image. The deformed 
image is projected on the screen 17 by the projection lens 15, wherein a projected image having a correct picture out- 
30 line but slightly elongated upward is obtained. 

According to the image processing apparatus of the present invention, it is possible to obtain an excellent projected 
image without the trapezoid or keystone distortion even when the apparatus is installed in a state where an optical axis 
of the projection optical system of the apparatus is declined by a declined angle 6 to the normal line of the screen. This 
allows the apparatus to be installed on the ceiling in a suspended state therefrom, or on the floor without preparing any 
35 table. 

While the presently preferred embodiments of the present invention have been shown and described, it is to be 
understood that these disclosures are for the purpose of illustration and that various changes and modifications may be 
made without departing from the scope of the invention as set forth in the appended claims. 

40 Claims 

1 . An image processing apparatus for use with an image projector for projecting an original image having a predeter- 
mined picture outline formed on an image forming section of the image projector on a screen by using a projection 
lens of the projector, the image forming section being composed of a plurality of pixels which are disposed in a two 

45 dimensional array, wherein the image processing apparatus generates a preliminarily deformed original image cor- 
responding to an original image on the image forming section so that a picture outline of a first projected image pro- 
jected on the screen by the projection lens of which an optical axis is declined to a normal line of the screen, 
becomes similar to a picture outline of a second projected image projected on the screen by the projection lens of 
which the optical axis accords with the normal line of the screen without a trapezoid distortion, the image process- 

50 ing apparatus comprising: 

analogue-digital converting means for converting image signal capable of forming an image having a predeter- 
mined picture outline to digital signals by a predetermined sampling interval so as to obtain digital image data 
corresponding to a pixel array of the original image; 
55 image memory means for successively storing the digital data from the analogue-digital converting means 

therein; 

arithmetic means for performing arithmetic of a specified deformed coordinate position among deformed coor- 
dinate positions of the first projected images on the screen on the basis of the original image by using relative 
formulas defining a relative positional relation of an identical coordinate position of the original image between 
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the coordinate positions of the first and second projected images on the screen with respect to the specified 
deformed coordinate position; 

black data establishing means for establishing black data to an image data of the specified deformed coordi- 
nate position among the deformed coordinate positions of the first projected image when the specified coordi- 
nate position obtained as a result of the arithmetic from the arithmetic means is found out to be positioned 
outside of the picture outline of the first projected image on the screen; 

image data reading means for reading out image data of four pixels nearby the specified deformed coordinate 
position among the deformed coordinate positions by scanning in a normal scanning direction on a two dimen- 
sional array of the original image having the predetermined picture outline so as to sequentially read out the 
image data of the four pixel (2 x 2) when the specified deformed coordinate as a result of the arithmetic from 
the arithmetic means is found out to be positioned inside of the picture outline of the first projected image on 
the screen; and 

means for obtaining image data of the specified deformed coordinate position by calculating an average of sum 
of arithmetic results which are obtained by giving a weight to each of image data of the four pixels, the weight 
being corresponding to a positional deviation value from the specified deformed coordinate position to the 
respective coordinate positions of the four pixels. 

An image processing apparatus for use with an image projector for projecting an original image having a predeter- 
mined picture outline formed on an image forming section of the image projector on a screen by using a projection 
lens of the projector, the image forming section being composed of a plurality of pixels which are disposed in a two 
dimensional array, wherein the image processing apparatus generates a preliminarily deformed original image cor- 
responding to an original image on the image forming section so that a picture outline of a first projected image pro- 
jected on the screen by the projection lens of which an optical axis is declined to a normal line of the screen, 
becomes similar to a picture outline of a second projected image projected on the screen by the projection lens of 
which the optical axis accords with the normal line of the screen without a trapezoid distortion, the image process- 
ing apparatus comprising: 

analogue-digital converting means for converting image signal capable of forming an image having a predeter- 
mined picture outline to digital signals by a predetermined sampling interval so as to obtain digital image data 
corresponding to a pixel array of the original image; 

means for sequentially reading out four image data of four pixels as an object of data processing at the same 
time from sequential digital image data corresponding to a two-dimensional pixel array of the original image 
using delay line means; 

means for preliminarily preparing data of values of column coordinate positions in deformed coordinate posi- 
tions of the first projected image and data obtained on the basis of a ratio of a length of the first projected image 
to a length of the second projected image in a width direction corresponding to an identical horizontal scanning 
line in the original image with respect to respective plural declined angles which are preliminarily prepared 
every angle defined as between the optical axis of the projection lens and the normal line of the screen, each 
of the deformed coordinate positions being obtained by using relative formulas defining a relative positional 
relation of an identical coordinate position of the original image between the coordinate positions of the first 
and second projected images on the screen; 

arithmetic means for calculating for the four image data as the object of the data processing by using the data 
of values of the column coordinates and the data obtained from the ratio; 

FIFO line memory means for storing selectively effective image data therein every a horizontal scanning line 
among the image data obtained from the arithmetic means as a result of the arithmetic, the effective data being 
capable of projecting the first projected image on the screen; 

FIFO image memory means for storing the effective data read out from the FIFO line memory in such a time 
relation as image data situated in a middle section are projected on a middle section of the first projected image 
in the direction of the width on the screen; and 

means for reading out the image data stored in the FIFO image memory in a time relation as a lowest position 
of the first projected image on the screen becomes a predetermined position. 

An image processing apparatus for use with an image projector for projecting an original image having a predeter- 
mined picture outline formed on an image forming section of the image projector on a screen by using a projection 
lens of the projector, the image forming section being composed of a plurality of pixels which are disposed in a two 
dimensional array, wherein the image processing apparatus generates a preliminarily deformed original image cor- 
responding to an original image on the image forming section so that a picture outline of a first projected image pro- 
jected on the screen by the projection lens of which an optical axis is declined to a normal line of the screen, 
becomes similar to a picture outline of a second projected image projected on the screen by the projection lens of 
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which the optical axis accords with the normal line of the screen without a trapezoid distortion, the image process- 
ing apparatus comprising: 

analogue-digital converting means for converting image signal capable of forming an image having a predeter- 
5 mined picture outline to digital signals by a predetermined sampling interval so as to obtain digital image data 

corresponding to a pixel array of the original image; 

means for sequentially reading out four image data of four pixels as an object of data processing at the same 
time from sequential digital image data corresponding to a two-dimensional pixel array of the original image 
using delay line means; 

10 means for preliminarily preparing data of values of column coordinate positions in deformed coordinate posi- 

tions of the first projected image and data obtained on the basis of a ratio of a length of the first projected image 
to a length of the second projected image in a width direction corresponding to an identical horizontal scanning 
line in the original image with respect to respective plural declined angles which are preliminarily prepared 
every angle defined as between the optical axis of the projection lens and the normal line of the screen, each 

15 of the deformed coordinate positions being obtained by using relative formulas defining a relative positional 

relation of an identical coordinate position of the original image between on the coordinate positions of the first 
and second projected images in the screen; 

arithmetic means for calculating for the four image data as the object of the data processing by using the data 
of values of the column coordinates and the data obtained from the ratio; 
20 FIFO line memory means for storing selectively effective image data therein every a horizontal scanning line 

among the image data obtained from the arithmetic means as a result of the arithmetic, the effective data being 
capable of projecting the first projected image on the screen; and 

means for reading out the effective data stored in the FIFO line memory in such a time relation as image data 
situated in a middle section are projected on a middle section of the first projected image in the direction of the 
25 width on the screen. 

4. An image projection apparatus for projecting an image on a screen which is off perpendicular to an optical axis of 
an optical projection system of the apparatus, the apparatus comprising: 

30 light source for generating a beam of light; 

image forming means for forming a pre-distorted image thereon to be projected on the screen using the light 
source and the optical projection system; and 

means for producing a signal for the pre-distorted image to be formed on the image forming unit from an orig- 
inal signal of a geometrically normal picture inputted to the apparatus, the signal producing means calculating 
35 pixel information every a pixel of the pre-distorted image from picture information of a plurality of pixels 

included in the original signal of geometrically normal picture so that the pre-distorted image exhibits a normal 
picture substantially identical in geometrical proportion to the geometrically normal picture of the original signal 
when the pre-distorted image is projected on the screen. 

40 5. An image projection apparatus as claimed in claim 4, wherein the pixel information of the pre-distorted image is 
determined from the picture information of the plurality of pixels aligned in both horizontal and vertical coordinates 
of the geometrically normal picture. 

6. An image projection apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein at least two of the plurality of pixels are aligned in the 
45 horizontal coordinate and at least another two of the plurality of pixels are aligned in the vertical coordinate. 
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